Pumb. 13, 


he Athenian Mercury : 


Tucldap, May 5. 1691, 


A Gentleman having lately propofed feveral Que- 
{tions relating to Love ana Marriage, to 
oblige the fair Sex and him, we think fit to 


Anf{wer "em here all together. 
Addreffes to young Ladies, 


- 
Queft. {. W 
without a prior acquainting 


their Parents and Relatives therewith ? 

Anfw. To {peak ftriétly, no Contra can 
be juftly made with any but fuch as are /w 
juris ; nor can Children, at leaft while they are 
under Agebe properly reckon’d of that Num- 
ber. Iconfefs GaH#antry and Duty in this Cafe 
generally advife to very different meafures, 
and as the World goes, a Aé/ftre/s wou'd give 
her Servant but {mall thanks for firft making 
Love to her Father and Mother. Butto come 
clofer, we may divide Addreffes toa Lady like 
Attacks on a Town intotwo ranks, they are ei- 
ther loofe Bloccades or form’d Sieges The 
firft are not of fo great confequence, where- 
as the latter ought not to be /aid or raifed 
without deeper Confideration: Tis eafie to 
apply this -——-A general Converfation with a 
Lady is requifite to know (if poflible )whe- 
ther the deferves to be Lov’d 5 and this before 
any Application be made to the Parents forLi- 
berty tor a form’d Courtflip, which werela 
Lover, 1 fhou’d chufe to make as near as polli- 
ble both to young and old at the fame time, 
that neither might conceive any Umbrage of 
each other. The latter part of the Queftion 
indeed admits of many aStingtions: There is 
firfta great difference between immediate Pa- 
yents and more remote Relation®, and perhaps 
too between fome Parents and others, of which 
forthe further clearing of this, fee the 14th, 
QOueftion, that which immediately follows this, 
viz. Whether a young Lady may lawfully entertain 
[uch priuate Amours, being included in the fore- 
going difficulty, needs no other Anfwer. 

neft. 2. Whether it is lawful to Marry a 
Perfin one cannot Love, only i compliance to 
Relations, avd to get an Eftate? 

Anfw. Had the Queftion only been Propo- 
fed of fuch as we don’t Aftually Love, it might 
perhaps have admitted of fome /émtation, fince 
we fometimes fee Perfons Love tenderly after 
Marriage, who could hardly endure each 
others fight before; though even fach an Ex- 
periment muft be very dangerous and hazard- 
ous, and he muft be a bold man who dares ven- 
ture uponit: But as ‘tis Propofed here, Whe- 
ther we may Marry fuch as we cannot Love, 
tis beyond all doubt, and muft be Anfwer’d 
in the Negative, fince fuch a Practice wou'd 
be both the moft crwef and imprudent thing in 
the World — Society is the main End of AZa7- 
riage, Love is the bond of Socsety, without 
which there can neither be found in that State 
Pleafure, ot Profit, or Honour: Hethen or, She 


Hether it is lawful to make 


that Marry for fo bafean End as profit with- 
out any poflibility or profpect of Love, is 
guilty ofthe highelt Brutalicy imaginable, is 
united to a Carka/s without a Soul, ‘and are 
as cruel to themfelves as Afezentius was to 
thofe Wretches who had theill Fortune to fall 
into his hands. This being alfo but too general 
a Truth, as one wittily obferves, that he who 
marries a \Noman he cou’d never Love, will, ’tis 
to be fear’d, foon Love a Woman he never 
marry'd. 


Cuefl. 3, Whether 2 publick or private Courthip # 
the bef ? 

Anjw, A Private isthe more fafe as well as the more 
pleajant. Tis undoubtedly much more pleafant than the 
other, from that pretty fallacy which all mankind put 
upon themfeélves, in valuing what is rare and uncommon 
more than what ischeap, and eafily attained. Now Se- 
erecy has a kind of rarity in‘t, and an invifible Mijire{s has 
fuch Charms, or at leaft our Fancy makes [uch there, as 
the greateft noted Beauty in the World cannot rival. Eve- 
ty Afignation in 3 fecret Amour, has infinitely more gaft 
and relifh in‘t than a formal’ Publick Interview, on pure 
pole for two Perfons to talk fine things, and look fillily 
uponone another. Difficulty renders any Pleafure more 
fapid and lively when ‘tis obtain‘d, and though there 
fhould be other Golden Apples as good as thole which 
grew in the Hejperiden Garden, yet none will tafte 
{weet as thofe whichare fioka from a Dragon. 

Nor has a private Amour lels advantage as to the fafery 
than the pleajure of it, efpecially where there are Rivals. 
This Fairy Treafure, as imaginary perhaps as that which is 
call'd fo, runs.a great hazard of beingJo/?, if reveal*d. 
The beft way to fecure Fire, is to rake it up under the 
Afbes, where ‘tis likely to live much longer than when 
expofed to every Wind that {catters it, no Body knows 
whither. This for Pleafure and Profit, but whether more 
Honourable or no, none but thofe concern‘d can refolve, 
for that‘s e‘ne as ‘tis managed. 

Queft. 4. Whit Courle muft 4 Perfon take to remove 4 
Ladys Averfion to bim, fuppofing ber under fome fecret Pte- 
ingagements ? 

An{w, A Preingagement of that Nature is fo facred 4 
Thing, that though a Lover fticks at nothing to obrain his 
defires, no Man in his fober Reafon ought to contribute any 
thing towards the breaking it — on which account 
‘twou‘d {Carce be boneft to give Direftions for the attempt- 
ing it. But if the Queftion be fimply-— How to Conquer 4 
Ladys Averfion, that indeed admitts of a fair Anfwer = 
Ovid will tell you a thoufand wayes, tho‘ many of ‘em 
now as ridiculous to make Love in, as ‘twou'd be to 
make War with Spear and Shield after the old Syftem of 
Chivalry. The beft way { know of, is, after having found 
her Humour, to ply ber clofe, don't let her, if poffible, fo 
much as fleep, which they fay will tame the pilde/t Creature 
in the World; orif fhe does, be fo often with her that 
fhe can Dream of nothing but you. This only Receipt has 
the greateft effe& on the moft of the Fair Sex, whoif you 


hold on long enough will be forc'd at lait to Love yeu in 
their own de, uling you as do ars, give Yolt 
an Alms to be rid of you, for to {peak truth of our own lewd, 


Sex,there are few of us when onc'd lov'd who love long after. 
Queft 5. whether moft Perfons do not Marry too young P 
Anjw. Some are young longer than others, and wou'd: pers 

haps never come to Difcresion, thot they liv'dto 

be a hundred Years old. ‘Tis hardly any thing but want 
of Difcretion can make Perfons deeply unhappy in a Mar- 
vied grate, and there being fo .aany unhappy Marriages, 
and that Vertue being generally owing to Age and Experie 
ence, we May leg ~ seria moft verges oy 
too young, But fuppoling that fufficiently perfect, regar 
too is to be had torhe Balyas well as Mind, in both Cafes 
fome being at the fame years much more Vefete than others 
, f 


+ press a : 
with Te: *% - ee ea ike 
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Pat thou’d we tefic& only on the latter, both exreams 
bad in this Cafe, as inallothers. *Tisa little of the foen- 
eft for Infants to get em VVWives among theirether Piay- 
things, and much of the lateft for eld Folks to Limp into 
their Bridal-Beds, when only fit for their # . 
Thovgh on the whole, I don’t look upon too 
foo to be the Vice of this Age, wherein ’tis fo hard a mat- 
ter to perfwade People coMarry atall. ; 

Queft. 6. Wherber the Womans Conditien in Marriage 
be not worfe than the Mans ? 

Anjw, That’s much as fhe manages it. Nature has ge- 
nerally given the fair Sex Art enough, (if that don’t 
look like a Contradidion ) by which if either the her feif, 
or Cufiom, or Law bas given ours any advantage, they 
may if they pleafe recover more than their own agen. 
In cbild-birib only they have without doubt much the 
heavier part of the load now as of the Curje formerly; and 
they bave much more reafon to wifh the World might 
propagate lite Trees, than Man has to defire any fach thing, 
tho’ one of our own Sex firft farted that odd Whimfe. 

Queft. 7. Whether the Jewifh Cuftom of obliging all 
Perfons w marry at 25 years of Age, or elfe debarring *em 
from publick Employment, were not unjuft ? 

Anjfw. Suppofing any fuch Cuftom, 1 think it fo far 
from being wrj./t, that ‘tis rather highly commendable 
and imitable 5 nut for the fame Reafom that the curtail’d 
Fox would have fain brought the reft of his Brethren into 
the fame Fafbicn, but for the good of the Commox-wealth, 
in the maudltitude of whofe people as well as Counsellors, there 
is both Safety, Strengrb, and Honour. There is fcarce 
fuch a thing asa ufelefs mouth in a Kingdom, fot though 
we fit infinicely eafier than any of our Neighbours, yet 
there is not the meaneft Beggar who fmokes his Pipe, and 
drinks bus Foret Ale, but pays the Kings Taxes out of it, 


and thereby contributes tothe fupport of the Government, 
Now were thofe bazds too employ’d, as well as thei 
mouths, either ManufsPures of our Country, or the 
Fijiery, O other probable bufinefs, what a prodigious ad- 


vantage wo ‘ it q H kly bring, to the Nation? This 1S 
grounded upon the fole argument’ of increafing the number 
Of sudjefts.--but befides, uch a Law wou’d have farther 
good F firtts. ’*ITwou’d ftrengthen a Nation by having fo 
many more, fo firmly obliged to defend is} for if a man 
won't fight for his Wife and Children, for what wil! he do 
it? “A married man is like a Piledriveninto a Bank; he 
that’s fingle, only like Mud thrown up againft it, one 
fends to & when a high Tide comes, while t’other is ea- 
fily wafh’d away. Belides this State makes *em fitter for 
Council as well as Aifion. When men are marricd, as we 
generally fay, they begin to take up, and fall a thinking in 
good earneft, whatever they did before. Bodies Politic 
confift of Families, and were indeed at firft norbing elf, 
and have ftill fuch a relation to ’em, that one can’t fub- 
fift without the other. If a man wou’d ferve his Country 
in his Perfon, let him do fo too in his Pofferity, and do as 
mucls for the /ucceeding Age as his Father did for the pre- 
feat. The Pbilofopby of a certain Jate famous Gentleman, 
has to fpeak truth, almoft umbing’d the World’, it takes off 
all Lovetoa mans Country, and makes ’em confider them- 
felves as perfect veficles of the Earth, independent on any 
thing elfe, as they think their Forefathers were. But the 
fober part of the World will take leave both to think and 
aft otherwife, they'll confider themfelves as really they 
are, and not according to fuch a whimfcal Hypothefis as 
feems rather calculated for the World iam the Moon, than 
any Civil Community ; not but that they may be fhort in 
fome Iafiances of Policy, whereof 1 think this is one, for 
pad Ae any man have it in his power to do mifcbief al- 
moft with Impurity, as that Perfor feems to have, who 
enjoys a publick Station without having before by entring 
into a married Stee, done little lefs than given Hoftages 
for his Fidelity, and bound bimfelf to bis good Bebaviour. 
ifthe Barchelors are angry with thts Anfwer, let em thank 
thofe who fent the Quefiion, nor need we much fear 
"em, fince the married mem are much the Stronger fide, and 
have on their fide as goodas all the Burgbers of Europe. 

Queft . 8. whether moft matches in this Age are not made 
X Money, and whether they ave not generally Smithfield 

rgains ¢ 

Axfw 1 don’t admire the Humour of thofe whoeither 
to thew their wifdom or Ill-mature, are always railing at 
the prejent Age, and admiring the fermer ; and therefore 
? aes both in _ Age, and all other fince the Golden 
one, (if any can tell where to find "ti 
been the trueft Phiitrum ene higes Lon 


that Marriages thus made may be properly ftiled Smitb- 
fietd Bargains, is I think a miflake, for ther 
Horfe rode about, fee all his Paces at leaft, pty poh 


if not all his 
bumours ; ; : 
on a Jy yet more, if you are not a Fool of a Jockey, 


before you buy him, 
when you merry 4 Wife —— your Soten . aes 
Queft. 9. Whether if Females wen « courting, there 
mou'd not be more Marriages than now there are ? 


ies 


Anfw. Y'maptto think zor fo mary, at leaft if they on- 
ly were to tourt and we tobe filent, for as Courage is the 
more proper verte of 4 Max, fo Modefiyis ot a Woman, 
(though we meet with ’em fometimes in the contrary 
Sexes; ) for which reafon, many Ladies wou'd dye foouer 
than ftoop to what they think fo mean a praMice, aswe 
have had Inflaaces of fome who have attually done ir, 
But there’s yet more in’t than this—’cis their Jmtere? as 
well as their Inclination, to be (1 won't fay only Peg, 
but ) on the Defenfive ; for whethér or no they’li be fo in. 
genuous to confefS it, ’tis certain that mo/? men flight even 
what they find Loves em, much more wouid they do fo 
fhould they cafily obtain is, moft of all, fhould it be prof- 
fer'dand almoft fore’d upon'em., 

Queft. 10. Whether Marriages of Perfons under Age are 
lawful, the reafon of this Queftion being an Od{exVation of 
the iN Succefs of fuch Marriages ? 

Anfwer. The reafon has been fhown alreacly in the cafe 
of Couzen Germains, to be very fallacious, For the Ques 
fiion, we muft confider thofe two Terms { usder Age | 
[ lawful] One and twenty is the Age appointed by the 
Laws ot our Nation, fappofing a Guardian, Se. though 


the Law of Nature has perhaps fixed a far thorter Limi: 
A Marriage then before the Zews of the Land make Per- 
fons in that cafe fai Furs, may be reckon’! vali, tho’ 


not Jegal in refpett of that Law 5 whenas at the Jame time 
it mav be both velidand /ecal too if wecontult the Law of 
Nature, which ties none from marrying which are not 
COO ‘your: for the ends thereof. 

Queft. 11. Wheiber a Woman may be believed when fre 
fays fee*U never marry ? 

Anfr, Yes, as long as fhe keeps ber word, and jonger than 
that you'll bardly believe a man. 

Queft. 12. Whether Quakers Marriages be law ful : 

An(w, We thati anfwer asthe great L. C. }. Hales 
Whatever has the Efence of Marriage may fu tar be 
oned a lawful Marriage, though it may want fome exier- 
nal Circumflances required by the Law of the land, At 
leaft, therefore Quakers Marriages are, as was faid ina 
former Quyeftion, valid, if not ftrictly Jegal, and accor- 
dingly their Children fue for Jaberitance ; where there is 
atiual and conftant Cobabitation with its confequences, and 
a flipulation befides intervening, which any wife and boneft 
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Perjons would alfo have as publick and folema as their Oc- 
cafions permit. 

Queft. 13% Wheeber ‘tis convenient for a Lady to marry 
one foe bas an averfion for, in Obedience to ker Parents ? 

Anfw Undoubtedly ‘tis not convenient, but the Querift 
intends neccfary, we anfwer ‘tis by nomeans fo. Parents 
are not to difpole of their Children like Cattel, nor to make 
‘em miferable becaule they huppened to give ‘em Being ; 
they, are indeed generally granteda Negative Voice, nor 
am J fure that will always hold, if they are fignally un- 
reafonable, if they have given permiffon or connivance be- 
fore, and after Engagements too deep tobe broken, woutd 
endeavour to rewad it: But that they have an irrefiftable 
defporical, poktiveWVete, none but a Spaniard will pretend, 
and I‘m fure our Englifh Ladies will very unwilling!y grant. 

We'll add to thefe Queftions two more which are near 
akinto‘em, though fent by anuther hand. 

: Queft. 14. How fhall 4 man know when a Lady loves 
im ? 

Anfw. Firft find out, if youcan, whether fhe has ever 
lov‘d any other before,for that renders the cale much more 
difficult, for one that has been decetv‘d her felf, knows 
how to decetve you, Fealoufie is counted one pretty fure 
fign of Lowe, but I think it much fach another as Convwi- 
fons are of Life. 1f a Woman tells you fhe loves, there‘s 
no way but believing her; indeed there are hardly any of 
the Tokens of that Pagion but are fallible, though the 
forowdeft fign that a woman Loves ye, is her marrying ye. 

Queft. 15. What way foal] a fhamefac‘d Virgin take ta 
let a Perfom know fhe Loves bim ? 

Anfm. If the Lady who propoafes this Queftion has ei- 
ther Hands or Eyes, fhe need not be taught how to aje 
Ng unlef§ her Spark is a Fool, or blind, or never leads 
er. 


Abdbertifements. 


Wwe bave now taken into our Society 4 Ciwilian, 4 

Dottor in Phyjick, and a Chyrurgeon, on purpofe 
t0 be more ferviceable to the Age , wherefore we think fit to give 
Notice that all the moft nice Phyfical, Chyrurgical, Anato- 
mical, and Law Getler (that fhall be fent ws) foal allo 
have their Anfwer either in fingle Numbers, or at the end of 
every Volume. We bave receiv‘d this 
Letrer from a Lady in the Count 
ther ber Sex might not fend ws Queftions as well men, to 
which we anfwer, Yes, they may, our defign being to an{wer 
all manner of Queftions feat us dy either Sex, thas may be 
either ufef ul to the publick or to pirtitular Perfons. — But for- 
bear fenatng till we give Publick Notice hat we have an 
frered all tbofe Queftions we bave alread y receiv'd, 


week 4 very Ingenuous 
ry, who defires to know whe. 
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